
Welcome to the partyHOWDY!

Sunday, May 31, 2026 
Rancho Santa Clara del Norte  

(The Lloyd-Butler Ranch)

The Ventura County Medical Resource Foundation presents

The Thirty-Third Annual 
Leo Tauber, MD & David Fainer, MD Event  

Ventura County Community Awards 



Kaiser Permanente 
is honored to receive the 
Leo Tauber, MD & David Fainer, MD 
Community Health Care Award for 
Community Service.

Congratulations to all of the honorees!

Celebrating 20 years 
of strengthening the health
of West Ventura County!
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The Ventura County Medical Resource Foundation
presents the 

The Thirty-Third Annual 
Leo Tauber, MD & David Fainer, MD Event  

Ventura County Community Awards 

Since 1956, the Ventura County Medical Resource Foundation 
(VCMRF) has been a leader in recognizing the achievements 
and dedication of the county’s medical doctors and health care 
professionals through the Leo Tauber, MD & David Fainer, MD 
Event.  By acknowledging the work of health care professionals 
county-wide, VCMRF brings awareness of the exemplary work 
taking place every day in the health care community to help drive 
innovation in patient care for all residents, especially the county’s 
underserved population. 

VCMRF’S  Mission
“To improve, in partnership with others,  
access to needed health care for the most  

vulnerable and underserved residents  
of Ventura County.”
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 2026 HONOREES

Hospital Physician: Christina Desai, MD
Christina Desai, MD, was supported by her parents, Lily 
and Dr. Edwin Tseng, in pursuing a career in medicine. 
She earned her undergraduate degree from UCLA and 
her medical degree from Albert Einstein College of  
Medicine, followed by residency at Montefiore Medical 
Center in the Bronx.
After practicing in Omaha and serving as an academic 
hospitalist at UT Southwestern, Christina returned home 

to Southern California and joined Community Memorial Hospital in Ventura.
There, she grew into a respected clinician, mentor, and leader, training  
residents and helping build a strong hospitalist program under the guidance 
of Dr. Debby Carlson.
In 2019, she became Chief Medical Officer for Pacific Inpatient Physicians, 
where she has led with both excellence and compassion-expanding care,  
improving patient flow, and guiding her team through change.
Christina is known for her humility, dedication, and deep commitment to her 
patients and colleagues.

Nurse: Monique Brandl, BSN, RN
Monique Brandl is a dedicated registered nurse with 
over 20 years of experience, including the last 7 years at  
Assisted Home Health and Hospice. She graduated from 
Ventura College in 2005 and earned her Bachelor of  
Science in Nursing from Grand Canyon University in 
2020.
Monique began her career in oncology and medical- 
surgical units, later specializing in hospice care for 

the past 17 years. Throughout her career, she has provided compassionate  
support to patients and families during their most vulnerable moments.
As a leader, Monique actively mentors and educates fellow nurses, fostering 
clinical excellence and best practices in end-of-life care.
Outside of nursing, she enjoys raising her two sons who aspire to be 
first responders and caring for her Austrian Shepherd. These pursuits 
reflect her strong values of family, service, and community.
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Community Physician: Charles Murphy, MD
Charles Murphy, MD, is a board-certified Family Medicine 
physician, with an office in Ventura. He is a life-long 
Ventura County resident, being raised in Ojai. After  
undergrad at Ventura College and Sonoma State Uni-
versity, he graduated from UC Davis Medical School in 
2005.  He then returned to paradise, completing Family  
Medicine Residency at VCMC in 2008.
Joined Brent Street Family Practice in 2008, remaining in 

the same office space, which is now Dignity Health Medical Group. He provides 
full-spectrum family medicine from birth through end of life and is now the 
senior partner at this location.
He is on staff at CMH and served as Chair of the CMH Family Medicine  
Department in 2015-2016. He was an inpatient Palliative Care Physician at CMH 
in 2009-2010 and now concentrates on outpatient care for his large practice. 
He met the love of his life, Marilou, at work in Oxnard in 1988. She is now an  
Oncology RN on the CMH 6th floor. He is proud of his 3 children who are now 
26, 22, and 15. He enjoys hiking, food, road trips, and the Dodgers.

Caregiver Award: Blair Barker, CSDM, MPH
Blair Barker is a dedicated public health professional and 
Certified Special District Manager currently serving as the 
CEO of the Camarillo Health Care District. With thirteen 
years of progressive experience within the District- 
spanning roles in health promotion, care services, pro-
gram management and leadership-Blair brings a deeply 
rooted understanding of the organization, its community,  
and the people served.

A passionate advocate for caregivers, Blair’s commitment is both professional 
and deeply personal. As she was a caregiver for her own mother, she under-
stands the challenges and emotional weight that caregiving carries. This lived 
experience drives her work and shapes her leadership. In December 2025, 
Blair spearheaded the inaugural Family Caregiver Symposium-a landmark 
event recognizing the caregiver community.
Blair also serves as a lecturer at CSUCI and is currently pursuing her Doctor-
ate in Public Health at Tulane University, where her studies have focused on 
elevating caregiver support and programming.



6

Trailblazer Award: Maureen O’Keefe Hodge, LCSW 
Maureen O’Keefe Hodge, LCSW is an executive leader 
and Licensed Clinical Social Worker with over 30 years 
of experience advancing programs for vulnerable pop-
ulations across healthcare, housing, child welfare, and  
international settings. She has secured and man-
aged more than $40 million in funding to implement  
behavioral health, substance use, housing, and family 
support initiatives across the globe. 

Currently, Maureen leads strategy and program growth at Community  
Memorial Healthcare, advancing behavioral health integration, substance use 
issues, workforce development, and caregiver support across hospitals and 
outpatient clinics. Her leadership bridges direct care and system-level change 
through strong cross-sector partnerships.  She serves on various boards and 
organizations to connect patients and their caregivers to outstanding CMH 
programs and services or to other excellent community programs.  She leads 
an amazing team at CMH and collectively they all make a difference together 
for Ventura County. 

Behavioral/Mental Health Professional:  
Wendi Amezquita, LCSW 
Wendi Amezquita is a Behavioral Health Manager and 
Licensed Clinical Social Worker dedicated to expanding 
compassionate, innovative care for transitional age youth 
(TAY)  in Ventura County. She earned her Master of  
Social Work from the University of Southern California.
Wendi has led meaningful system improvements, includ-
ing contributing to a grant-funded, county-wide Crisis 

Team for TAY and growing the early psychosis program (VCPOP) from 11 
clients in 2020 to serving approximately 250 annually. During this time, she 
oversaw clinic enhancements to create inclusive spaces for neurodivergent 
youth. She also guided the transformation of a TAY clinic into a county-wide 
Full-Service Partnership, increasing access to comprehensive, wraparound 
support.
Recognized statewide, she presented on an early psychosis panel in 2024 
through University of California, Davis for program excellence with commu-
nity members served. In 2025, she received Ventura County’s Management 
Council Award for Innovation, reflecting her commitment to improving care 
and community connection.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 2026 HONOREES
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Public Health Professional: Kenya Dominguez, MPA
Kenya Magali Dominguez is a Child Welfare Social  
Worker with the Ventura County’s Children & Family 
Services Department. Four years ago, reports highlighted 
specific schools in Ventura County that showed there 
was an alarming amount of alleged abuse/neglect, and 
she was chosen to initiate the Healthy Start program at 
Fred Williams Elementary School. Through engaging the 
parents, various preventive efforts, coaching a basketball 

team, and creating a welcoming environment, she is proud to say that there has 
been a major decrease in the number of reports of child abuse/neglect coming 
from that school. Many have reported having a safe space in the offices. Kenya 
has a large list of resources in her toolbelt, but feels that her strengths are refer-
ring, walking alongside the families, and making sure that they learn the ways 
without her which results in strengthening their own skills for life. The commu-
nity has trust in her which drives her forever passion of helping others in need.  

Vision Care Specialist: Anh Le, OD
Dr. Anh Le is the Clinic Director at DLV Vision, where he 
has led clinical operations for over a decade. In addition 
to his leadership role, he serves as a Clinical Professor at 
the Marshall B. Ketchum University School of Optometry, 
dedicated to mentoring future eye care professionals. 
Beyond his clinical and academic contributions, Dr. Le 
is a committed philanthropist. He actively supports 
and donates to various foundations focused on vision  

restoration and providing essential eye care services to underserved  
communities, ensuring quality care is accessible to those in need.
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Community Service Award: Kaiser Permanente
Kaiser Permanente is committed to helping shape the  
future of health care. We are recognized as one of  
America’s leading health care providers and not-for-
profit health plans. Founded in 1945, Kaiser Permanente 
has a mission to provide high-quality, affordable health 
care services and to improve the health of our members 
and the communities we serve. We currently serve 12.6  
million members in 9 states and the District of Columbia. 

Care for members and patients is focused on their total health and  
guided by their personal Permanente Medical Group physicians, specialists, 
and team of caregivers. Our expert and caring medical teams are empowered 
and supported by industry-leading technology advances and tools for health  
promotion, disease prevention, state-of-the-art care delivery, and world- 
class chronic disease management. Kaiser Permanente is dedicated to care  
innovations, clinical research, health education, and the support of  
community health. For more information, go to about.kp.org.

Allied Health Professional: Barbara Roth, OTR/L
Since 2012, Barbara Roth, MS, OTR/L, has established 
herself as a versatile leader in Occupational Therapy.  
A graduate of Boston University’s Sargent College,  
Barbara currently serves as the Therapy Preceptor at 
Mission Healthcare, where she provides expert clinical 
guidance and support. Barbara’s commitment to clinical 
excellence is marked by advanced board certification in 
Physical Agent Modalities and specialized certification in 

Vision Rehabilitation. Barbara has traveled with the Neurology Global Health 
Initiative to Haiti, collaborating with the St. Luke Foundation to provide  
critical neurological care, professional education, and systemic resource  
support. A recognized voice in her field, she has also presented her work at 
the American Occupational Therapy Association (AOTA) national conference.  
When she isn’t advocating for her patients, Barbara is embracing life as a  
single mother to her rambunctious four-year-old son. Together, they spend 
their time exploring local trails and enjoying the simple pleasure of a 
beachside burrito. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 2026 HONOREES
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Oral Health Specialist: Jeremy Wilgus, DDS
Dr. Wilgus obtained a Bachelor of Science in Physiology 
from UC Davis. While at UC Davis, he was on the dean’s 
list for academic achievement and recipient of the Out-
standing Senior Award for leadership, extracurricular  
involvement, and academic achievement. Dr. Wilgus also 
played defensive back on the UC Davis Aggies Varsity 
football team.
He earned his DDS from the University of California, 

San Francisco, and graduated at the top of his class. While at UCSF, he was 
inducted into the national dental honor society- Omicron Kappa Upsilon.  
Upon graduation, Dr. Wilgus was recognized with California Dental Associ-
ation ‘Leadership and Outstanding Academic Achievement Award’ and the 
UCSF Robert Rule Award for the ‘highest potential to succeed in the dental 
profession.’ Dr. Wilgus completed his residency in Advanced Periodontics at 
the West LA Veterans Hospital-UCLA. While at the WLA-VA, he served as 
chief resident and was given the California Society of Periodontists Resident 
Leadership Award. Dr. Wilgus is board certified by the American Academy 
of Periodontology.
Dr. Wilgus is a Past-President of the Santa Barbara-Ventura County Dental 
Society and is currently Chairman of the California Dental Association Board 
of Managers. In 2023, he was recognized by the California Society of Perio-
dontists as the Clinician of the Year for his ‘outstanding contribution to the 
specialty of practice of periodontics in California.’
Dr. Wilgus spends most of his free time with his wife- Kerri, and sons Mason 
and Tyler. Outside of the office, he enjoys playing golf and riding his moun-
tain and road bikes.
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The Ventura County Medical Resource Foundation 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Michael Boyko
Funeral Director & Owner
Joseph P. Reardon Funeral Home  
& Cremation Services/Boyko &  
Reardon Telegraph Road Mortuary  
& Cremation

Scott Clausen
Composer, Executive Music & Entertainment 
Leader

Richard Deamer, MD
Retired Psychiatrist
Kaiser Permanente

Gayland O. Hethcoat II 
Counsel 
ArentFox Schiff, LLP

Mary Jarvis
Lead, Communications/Public Affairs
Woodland Hills/West Ventura County
Kaiser Permanente

Brandon Katz, CFP®

Assistant VP/Wealth Management Advisor
Merrill Lynch Wealth Management

Amanda Larson, CHHPO, CHSP, Chair 
Home Health Administrator
Mission Healthcare

Charles Pankratz, MD
Hospice & Palliative Care
Community Memorial Healthcare

Rajinder Rai, PharmD
Owner & Pharmacist 
All Med Drugs Pharmacy 

Dr. Mike Rodriguez 
Clinical Psychologist 
Dos Arboles Psychological Services

Gina Rozaner, CDP, Secretary
Executive Director
Cypress Place Senior Living

Alexander Russell, MBA, Vice Chair 
Chief Executive Officer 
Homes & Hope

Roy Schneider, Esq., Treasurer
Attorney at Law
Schneiders & Associates, LLP

Donna Sepulveda-Weber
Vice President, Sales & Major Accounts
Stewart Title of California

Michael Tushla, MD
Family Medicine
Dignity Health Medical Group

Victoria Chandler
President/CEO

Staff:
Jessica Kenney
Executive Assistant & Project/ 
Event Coordinator
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to our Sponsors & Donors

Diamond Sponsor	  
Kaiser Permanente

Ruby Sponsors	  
Montecito Bank & Trust 
TOLD Corporation 
Mechanics Bank	

Gold Sponsor 
Mission Healthcare 
Ventura County Credit Union 
Assisted Home Health & Hospice  
SA Recycling 
Community Memorial  
	 Healthcare  
Community West Bank 
 

Title Sponsor
The Lloyd-Butler Family

Silver Sponsors 
Cypress Place Senior Living 
Clausen Media Rights, LLC

Bronze Sponsors 
Schneiders & Associates, LLP 
Benedict Billing Solutions, Inc. 
First Bank 
OceanAir Federal Credit Union

Major Donors 
Esper A. Petersen Foundation  
Joseph P. Reardon Funeral Home/ 
	 Boyko & Reardon – Floral Sponsor 
Calamigos Ranch 
Graphic Vibes 
DJ’s California Catering 	 
Darvik Productions

THANK YOU 
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Andres Guerrero

Awkward Pastry		

Bliss Street Baked Goods

Bread Basket, donated by  
Roy Schneider, Esq.

Crumbl Cookies Ventura	

Desserts to Die for

Garu Bread & Butter       

Heavenly Cakes & More  

Nothing Bundt Cakes   

Oxnard Family Circle – ADHC 

Royal Bakery	    	

Sugar Lab Cake Studio	

Sun Oven Bakery

to the Dessert  Sponsors
A SPECIAL THANK YOU

VCMRF provides free dental, vision and mental health services for 
low-income children & seniors, who rely on us to get them access to 
care that they need.  Additionally, VCMRF is here to bridge the gaps  

in healthcare services by providing patients with short-term,  
non-medical services, in a safe and comfortable home environment,  

as well as providing caregiver support.
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Adolfo Grill

Alexander Russell, MBA 

All Med Drugs Pharmacy / 
Rajinder Rai, PharmD

Aquarium of the Pacific

B&B Do It Center

BarkBox

Blenders in the Grass

Café Fiore

City Cruises

Cypress Place Senior Living

Danny’s Deli & Grill

Finney’s Crafthouse

Firestone Walker  
Brewing Company

Four Brix Winery &  
Pier City Cidery

Fox Fine Jewelry

Gems by Joseph

Gourmet Blends

Hearst Ranch Winery

Hollywood Wax Museum

Ikat and Pearls

In-N-Out Burger

iSkydive Los Angeles

Island Packers

Lavender Inn

Let’s Roam

Lure Fish House

Majestic Oak Vineyard 

Maria Tauber

MOXI-The Wolf Museum  
of Exploration

Napa Valley Wine Train

New West Symphony

Oats & Ivy Farm 

Oceanview Woodworks

Old Creek Ranch Winery

Old Oaks Cigar and Liquor Co.

Olio Cucina, Inc. 

Olivas Links - Buenaventura 
Golf Course

Oriental Trading Company

Pacific Park at  
Santa Monica Pier

Paradise Pantry

Pet Supply Camarillo

Pizza Man Dan’s

Plum Gift Boutique

PRP Wine International

Ric’s Restaurant

Rosewood Dental Group / 
Dr. Scott Packham

San Diego Whale Watch

Santa Barbara Zoo

Sharky’s Woodfired  
Mexican Grill

Silver King

Silver Oak Cellars

Skating Plus

Snapper Jack’s Taco Shack 

Steinbeck Vineyards & Winery

Sterling Hills Golf Club

to the Auction Donors
A SPECIAL THANK YOU

Stonefire Grill

The Broad 

The Cheesecake Factory

The Gentle Barn

The Refill Shoppe

The Ultimate Escape Rooms

The Varsity Club

Tierra Rejada Golf Club

Tito’s Vodka

Total Wine & More

Underwood Family Farms

Urbane Café 

USS Midway Museum

Valencia Country Club

Ventura Botanical Gardens

Wood Ranch BBQ & Grill

Woof Pack Pet Grooming

Yolanda’s Mexican Café 
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The 33rd Annual
Leo Tauber, MD & David Fainer, MD 

Event Program	
1:00 p.m. 

RECEPTION
Specialty Cocktail 

Music, Opportunity Drawings & Dessert Auction  

2:00 p.m.
COMMEMORATIVE LUNCHEON  

WELCOME 
Victoria Chandler, President/CEO & Amanda Larson, Board Chair 

Recognition of VCMRF’s Board Members & Thank You to Our Sponsors
Thank You to Tom Lloyd-Butler & Family
Thank You to Volunteers & Jessica Kenney

Introduction of Auctioneers, Denise Carter & Amanda Larson, Board Chair 

Dessert Auct ion 
(desserts will be auctioned off/all sales are final)

S tand Up - Donations for Where the Need is the Greatest
Raise your bid card & make a direct monetary donation!  Funds raised  
support VCMRF & its programs, which help the underserved in our  

community (cash, checks & credit cards will be accepted)
Victoria Chandler, President/CEO & Amanda Larson, Board Chair 
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Live Auct ion
A few auction packages will be available to bid on  

(All Sales are Final!)

1 Luxury Weekend in Ojai
This package includes a two-night stay at the Ojai Valley Inn. Located 
just 90 minutes north of Los Angeles, the resort overlooks the  
unspoiled natural beauty of its mountain surroundings and celebrates 
the relaxed glamour of California’s past to create an unparalleled  
resort experience that is quintessentially Ojai. The resort turned the 
page to a new chapter in 2019 with the unveiling of The Farmhouse, a 
50,000 square-foot epicurean event center, connecting world-class food 
culture, sublime indoor and outdoor settings and bucket list events. 
You can golf, visit the spa, soak up the sun at the pool, shop and dine, 
all in one place!  

Donated by Michael Boyko, Joseph P. Reardon Funeral  
Home & Cremation Service/Boyko & Reardon Telegraph  

Road Mortuary & Cremation
Value: $1,600 

2 Treat Yourself!
This elegant pendant features an 18k two-tone design in white and 
rose gold, highlighting a round rose-cut diamond with a dangling 
pear-shaped rose-cut diamond, both framed by delicate diamond 
halos with an estimated total weight of 0.35 carats. Suspended from 
a 16-inch 14k white gold cable chain with a secure spring-ring clasp, it 
offers a romantic, vintage-inspired sparkle with modern refinement. 
This package also includes a $50 gift certificate to Fox Fine Jewelry.

Donated by Fox Fine Jewelry
Value: $2,650
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Live Auct ion
(All Sales are Final!)

3 Indian Cuisine Dinner at Your House
Take a night off and let someone else do the cooking! Enjoy delectable 
Indian cuisine in the comfort of your own house (Ventura County only).  
Indian cuisine skillfully combines grain, aromatic spices, vegetables, 
legumes, meat, and dairy in different ways to tantalize and satisfy the 
most demanding palate, while healthfully nourishing the body.
**This package includes a four-course dinner paired with wine, for 10 
people; 1 year expiration 5/31/2027; Date to be mutually agreed upon.**

Food & Wine Donation: Rajinder Rai, PharmD,  
Owner/Pharmacist, All Med Drugs Pharmacy 

Value: $1,200

4 Harbor Boat Cruise
Enjoy a lovely afternoon cruising the Ventura and/or Channel Islands 
Harbor in a Duffy Electric Boat, for 2 hours & the Captain is included! 
You and your guests (up to 6 people) will enjoy a fabulous charcuterie 
spread along with wine to help you relax. Whether you live around 
the corner or you are unplugging for a weekend adventure, the scenic 
Ventura and Channel Islands Harbors are worth the trip.  
**Date subject to availability, weather conditions and to be mutually 
agreed upon. A minimum of 2 weeks is required for boat reservation. 
1 year expiration 5/31/2027**

Donated by Alexander Russell, MBA,  
Chief Executive Officer, Homes & Hope

Value: $900
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Monique Brandl, BSN, RN – Nurse   

Kenya Dominguez, MPA – Public Health Professional

Barbara Roth, OTR/L – Allied Health Professional

Blair Barker, CSDM, MPH – Caregiver Award

Anh Le, OD – Vision Care Specialist

Wendi Amezquita, LCSW – Behavioral/Mental Health Professional

Jeremy Wilgus, DDS – Oral Health Specialist  

Charles Murphy, MD – Community Physician

Kaiser Permanente – Community Service Award 

Christina Desai, MD – Hospital Physician

Maureen O’Keefe Hodge, LCSW  – Trailblazer Award

CLOSING REMARKS

Victoria Chandler, President/CEO  
&  

Amanda Larson, Board Chair 
Opportunity Drawings 

Awards Ceremony        
HONOREE 
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California  
STYLE BBQ

Wood Fired Prime Angus Tri Tip
with fresh salsa, chimichurri & signature  

BBQ sauce on the side

Grilled Pacific Salmon
with fresh mango salsa

Served with:
Pacifica Salad 

with baby greens, sliced fresh strawberries,  
caramelized pecans & crumbled feta cheese  

with a strawberry vinaigrette dressing

Red Bud Potato Salad

Green Bean, Red Bean & Garbanzo Salad 
with red onion & aged balsamic

Three Cheese Macaroni & Cheese

Parmesan Garlic Rolls

Dessert
Mini Chocolate Chip Cookies,  

Fudge Brownie Triangles & 
 Lemon Bars

Lunch provided by
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Thank you Ventura County Medical Resource 
Foundation for providing the Ventura community 
access to much needed health care.

Working together
for a healthy tomorrow

montecito.bank

Congratulations to Our Honorees

mycmh.org

Hospital Physician
Christina Desai, MD

Trailblazer Award
Maureen O’Keefe Hodge, LCSW
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Healthcare In The
Comfort of Your Home

Choose care at home from people you can trust. Our team is
committed to providing high-quality care with a customized care
plan to suit your specific needs and fulfill a physician's order.

805-289-9999

Call now to learn more about the
benefits of Home Health & Hospice

2775 N Ventura Road Suite 100
Oxnard, CA 93033

Call to Schedule a Tour
(805) 835-4072

1220 Cypress Point Lane • Ventura
cypressplaceseniorliving.com
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2026 Award Honoree
Congratulations to all the winners and

their inspiring work and contribution to
the medical community.

www.AssistedCares.com

Thir ty-Third Annual
Leo Tauber ,  MD & David Fainer ,  MD

Community Heal th  Care Awards

Celebrating Excellence in Nursing

MONIQUE BRANDL, BSN, RN
Assisted Hospice Care RN, Case Manager

Congratulations to

Home Health | Hospice Care | Caregiver Services
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©adfinity®

BOYKO & REARDON 
TELEGRAPH ROAD MORTUARY & CREMATION 
15 Teloma Dr. • Ventura, CA 93003

805-765-4137
FD#2390

ReardonFuneral.com

JOSEPH P. REARDON  
FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION SERVICE

757 E. Main St. • Ventura, CA 93001
805-643-8623

FD#883

“I LOVE YOU”  
NEVER GETS OLD.
Make sure your favorite people know you care 

about them today and every day!
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We’re proud to support the Ventura County Medical 
Resource Foundation’s 33rd Annual Awards!

Believing in you.

Serving our  
communities.

800.797.6324
mechanicsbank.com
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Help
our cause by contributing  
to our fundraising efforts.

No act of generosity is too small  
to make a difference.

To make a donation use this link 
https://VCMRF.givesmart.com




